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www.artbutlerauto.com
TRUCKS
2014 Ford F-150 Crew 4x4 32,000 mi. .... $31,989
2012 Ram 2500 Crew 4x4 24,000 mi. ..... $30,989
2014 Ram 1500 Crew 4X4 36,000 mi...... $28,989
2014 Ram 1500 Crew  4x4 48,000 mi......$26,989
2011 Chevrolet 1500 XCab 4X4 74K mi...$22,989
2010 Ram 1500 Crew 4X4 44,000 mi...... $21,989
1978 Dodge Little Red Express 67K mi..... $12,989
2006 Ram 2500 4X4 121,000 mi...............$12,989

CARS
2013 Kia Optima EX 34,000 mi. ............... $16,977
2012 Subaru Impreza 47,000 mi. ............. $15,989
2013 Ford Fusion SE 21,000 mi. .............. $14,989
2013 Nissan Sentra SR 31,000 mi. .......... $13,989
2013 Hyundai Elantra 23,000 mi. ............ $13,989
2013 Dodge Avenger SE 55,000 mi. ......... $11,977
2013 Hyundai Accent 24,000 mi. .............. $10,989
2012 Nissan Sentra 43,000 mi. ................ $10,977
2009 Toyota Corolla S  69,000 mi. ............ $9,989
2011 Chevrolet Impala 69,000 mi. ............. $9,989
2013 Ford Fiesta 20,000 mi. .................... $11,989
2012 Ford Focus 61,000 mi. ..................... $9,989

SUVS
2013 Ford Edge SEL AWD 22,000 mi. ..... $26,989
2015 Nissan Pathfinder SV AWD 28K mi.. $26,989
2014 Subaru XV Crosstrek 10,000 mi...... $24,989
2014 Honda CR-VEX AWD 17,000 mi. ..... $23,989
2015 Kia Sorento AWD 6,000 mi. ............. $21,977
2015 Hyundai Tucson AWD 19,000 mi. .... $21,989
2014 Jeep Cherokee Lat. AWD 27K mi.....$21,977
2015 Jeep Compass Lat. AWD 16K mi.....$20,989
2013 Chevrolet Equinox LT AWD 34K mi..$19,977
2012 Nissan Rogue SV AWD 13,000 mi...$18,989
2012 Toyota RAV-4 AWD 29,000 mi..........$18,989
2014 Jeep Compass Sport AWD 30K mi...$17,989
2012 Ford Escape XLT AWD 47,000 mi....$16,989
2013 Nissan Juke AWD 32,000 mi............$15,977

VANS
2015 Kia Sedona LX 23,000 mi. ............. $23,989
2013 Toyota Sienna 48,000 mi. ............... $20,989

We have the best selection around... and 
if we don’t have what you’re looking for...
we’ll find it! We buy cars!

Maryland State Inspection Station

301-746-8227 • 301-895-5326
888-499-4869

33728 Garrett Hwy,
Accident, MD 21520 

(Rt. 219 across from Northern High School)
Hours: Mon. - Fri., 9-6; Sat., 9-3

Black Friday - Saturday Sale
uupp ttoo $$11,,000000..0000 SSaavviinnggss oonn SSoommee VVeehhiicclleess oonn tthhee LLoott..

221188 JJaavvaa CCaaffee 
is having their 

Grand Opening Ceremony
at 9:00 AM 

on Friday, November 27th 

Pastry and 
Coffee or

Hot Chocolate 
$2.00

218 Center Street
Meyersdale, PA 15552

814-634-5960 

Hours:
Mon. Thru Fri.
7 AM to 2 PM 

Special

Owners: Tammy McCleary & Marsha Garlitz

STORE CLOSING!
Salisbury Community News
The Salisbury-

Elk Lick Chamber of
Commerce met at Clark’s
Restaurant, to plan the last
event for this year.

The Chamber of
Commerce Christmas
Dinner will be held at
Clark’s Tuesday,
December 1st, 6:00 p.m. A
Family Style Dinner will
be served. Invitation let-
ters were sent. RSVP by
Nov. 27th by calling 662-
4185.

The Town

Christmas Tree has been
donated by Mary Alice
Lynn, and will be erected
by Mark Grew and crew.
The Firemen will be
putting up the Christmas
wreaths, and we hope to
be able to light the tree and
wreaths at the same time.
Merry Christmas to all and
a Happy New Year.

The Salisbury
VFW Veterans Memorial
committee also held their
last meeting for this year.
The flags will be retired,

except for the American
Flag, and silhouttes stored
for the winter. We will be
installing pavers before
Memorial Day 2016.
Applications are available
by calling 662-4185. The
post office and VFW. Our
next order will be placed
by April 15th, 2016.

The next meetings
will be March 8, 2016.
The Chamber 5:00 p.m.
and Veteran’s Memorial
6:00 p.m. at Clark’s
Restaurant.

PA Maple Festival 
Gingerbread Contest

Children are invit-
ed to build their own spe-
cial gingerbread creation
and enter it into the
Pennsylvania Maple
Festival Gingerbread
Contest.

The edible house,
train or anything created
from gingerbread, includ-
ing kits, will be displayed
during Christmas at the
Manor at Festival Park on
Meyers Avenue, this
Friday and Saturday.
There are two categories,
ages 13 to 18 and ages 12
and under. 

The gingerbread
creation should be regis-

tered at the Sugar Shack in
Festival Park between 3
and 5 p.m. Friday. People's
Choice judging will begin
Friday. Judging will end at
6 p.m. Saturday and win-
ners to be announced at 7
p.m. 

Prizes will be
given in each category for
first, second and third
place. A Best of Show will
also be awarded. 

The Maple Bake
Off will also be held this
weekend. There is no age
limit for entrants.
Categories for judging
include cakes and pies,
cookies and bars, breads

and muffins, snacks and
misc. The only rule is the
item must contain pure
maple syrup. Include the
recipe with entry. 

Register between
10 a.m. and 12 p.m.
Saturday at Festival Park.
Judging will begin at 1
p.m. Prizes will be award-
ed to the first three place
winners and to the Best in
Show.

The items then
with be auctioned off at 3
p.m. Cookies, bars and
muffins must have six
pieces for auction and one
for judging included.

Meyersdale Area High School
Honor Roll

12th Grade Honors:
Katherine Bolden, Logan
Christner, Sarah Decker,
Bailey Edwards, Amber
Haer, Alexandria Hay,
Jacob Krause, Sidney
Lear, Hattie Luster, Jordan
Mostoller, Kyle Mostoller,
Kendra Murray, Claire
Rowley, Emily Sayler,
Shannon Schurg, Evan
Shankle, Julia Stephens,
Bailey Sullivan, Kendall
Swick, Tyler Yoder
12th Grade Honorable
Mention: Christian
Blaney, Kirk Bryant,
Logan Bungard, Landon
Burkholder, Jeremy
Carter, Hunter Day,
Allyson Hershberger,
Abagail Housel, Vanessa
Hyatt, Trevor
K e r s c h e n s t e i n e r ,
Samantha Korns, Jennica
Ludy, Hunter McCool,
Erika Ritchey, Andrew
Sarver, Ethan Schafer,
Kaitlyn Tipton, Gina
Walker
11th Grade Honors:
Patrick Becker, Brooke
Crouse, Layne Deakins,
Marella Garlitz, Logan
Holler, Christian Hutzell,
Jacqueline McKenzie,
Isabella Miller, Samantha
Tipton, Presley Yutzy
11th Grade Honorable

Mention: Rian Bittner,
Joshua Brown, Lucas
Carnell, Max Caton, Julie
Cochran, Chance Collins,
Alexis Day, Theresa Enos,
Josh Fate, Kaitlin Fritz,
Elizabeth Gray, Shiyan
Hetz, Zachery Hotchkiss,
Bradly Huffman, Megan
Imler, Creed Irby,
Angelica Johnston, Megan
Lavin, Logan Miller,
Allison Saylor, Leah
Sines, David Swank,
Madison Walker, Cody
Welker, Shane Yutzy
10th Grade Honors:
Stephanie Baer, Madeline
Bittner, Ali Bragg, Casey
Brant, Keneisha Coleman,
Dana Crawford, Eliza
Darnell, Amanda Felker,
Jennifer Fisher, Trevor
Gnagey, Jack Helinski,
Claire Hotchkiss, Joshua
Humberson, Madeline
Johnson, Ashton Kelly,
Tanner Krause, Bryce
Kretchman, Mary
Kretchman, Olivia
Kretchman, Timothy
Kretchman, Madison Lear,
Rachael Miller, Kathryn
Most, Chloe Rough,
Emily Schafer, Mason
Schott, Carrie Short,
Daniel Stein
10th Grade Honorable
Mention: Joshua Arnold,
Makenna Beeman,

Nicholas Butler, Kaley
Holler, Jesse Honsaker,
William Johnson, Skylynn
Miller, Renee Murray,
Shana Thomas
9th Grade Honors: Glory
Canfield, Wes Caton,
Sydney Deist, Kaitlyn
Dowd, Abigail Hopkins,
Elise Hutzell, Emily
Karlie, Shawna Leonard,
Annabella McKenzie,
Briannah McKinney,
Grace Merrbach, Caitlin
Miller, Gracen Miller,
Grace Oakes, Brody
Sanner, Julia Simpkins,
Bryia Swick, Kylee Wilt,
Scott Yutzy 
9th Grade Honorable
Mention: Joel Arnold,
Evan Blaney, Nickolas
Blough, Kasie Campbell,
William Decker, Kirk
Eberly, Danielle Emerick,
Patrick Hughes, Tori
Kline, Zachary Miller,
Nadia Minnick, Lyle
Moody, Logan Mostoller,
K y l e e
Mur r ay,
E m m a
S i n e s ,
D e v i n
S t e i n l y,
K a l e b
Stevanus,
R y l e e
Weave r,
Austin Weimer

Meyersdale Area Middle School
Honor Roll

8th Grade Honors:
Antonia Beitzel, Kylie
Bittner, Ella Darnell,
Andrew Decker, Tristan
Donica, Tyler Fisher,
Drake Gindlesperger,
Jeffery Haer, Gavin Hetz,
Dakota Kennell, Reese
Kennell, Maria Kimmel,
Devin Kretchman, Carissa
Miller, Kyler Murray,
Mahlon Reese, Lindsey
Robertson, Emily
Rosenberger, Kahylee
Shaffer, Gage Smith,
Christopher Thompson,
Marisa Walters, Daniel
Yoder
8th Grade Honorable
Mention: Matthew
Blubaugh, Blake Boyce,
Jaden Cerreta, Carl
Crawford, Kyle Davis,
Sarah DiPasquale, Megan
Holler, Karlee Logsdon,
Alyssa Long, Dezaray
McNett, Layken
Mostoller, Lakyn
Roadman, Hailey Secrest,

Emma Shearer, Tanner
Troxell, Riley Whitfield
7th Grade Honors:
KeriAnn Beard, Abbigail
Benning, Jaden Blough,
Madison Faner, Paige
Gnagey, Laken Hay,
Samuel Hughes, Jeanette
Hutzell, Kaylee Karlie,
Tara Knopsynder, Gabriel
Kretchman, Lauren
Kretchman, Daniel
McClure, Olivia Miller,
Hannah Robison, Dawson
Rough, Brycen Sechler,
Briar Sheets, Abigail
Shuck, Jalen Stephens,
Alix Tipton, Addie
VanMeter, Karlee
Witherite, Miranda
Yacynych
7th Grade Honorable
Mention: Cassidy
Albright, Justice Beeman,
Brennan Campbell, Ash
Capparelli, Alexandria
Gaschler, Casey Gray,
Alexandra Hetz, Emily

Holler, Elizabeth
Honsaker, Joshua
Kretchman, Dominic
Lasure, Lakyn Lear,
Jossalyn Porter, Harli
Rossotto, Mackenzie
Rubright, Matthew
Shugars, Kendal Sigler,
Nathan Smith, Issac
Stevanus, Marshall
Werner, Hannah Yoder
6th Grade Honors:
Matthew Boyce, Faith
Decker, Brady Fritz,
Kaitlyn Kyle, Alexia
Laws, Elijah Miller,
Madison Porter, Lydia
Renzi, Kyle Robertson,
Elizabeth Sayler, Evan
Schafer, Ethan Simpkins,
Kylie Spataro
6th Grade Honorable
Mention: Jozie Booher,
Lydia Gray, Abigail Hay,
Keirstin Kidwell, Brady
Schafer, Kylie Sipple,
Karaha Snyder, Evan
Thompson, Noah Wilt

Sony Playstation 4 Stolen
P e n n s y l v a n i a

State Police reported that
someone removed a gam-
ing console from its box at
Walmart, and concealed it
under his clothing and left
the store without paying
for it.

The crime
occurred on November 11
at approximately 2:00
P.M. 

The suspect is a
white male, approximately
5’9”- 5’11”, weighing
approximately 150 pounds
with brown or black hair.
He fled in a silver
Mitsubishi Eclipse.

The gaming con-
sole is a Sony Playstation
4 with serial number
MB861970597.

Anyone with

information of the where-
abouts of the suspect or
the merchandise is asked
to contact PA State Police
at 814-445-4104.

Local Builders
Embrace Energy

Efficiency

The adage “waste
not, want not” is second
nature for many
Pennsylvania homeown-
ers. 

While homeown-
ers are often mindful of
how they heat and cool
their homes, power appli-
ances, and choose light-
ing, the most critical deci-
sions affecting a home’s
energy efficiency are
made before they move in. 

To encourage
builders to follow more
energy-efficient construc-
tion practices,
F i r s t E n e r g y ’ s
Pennsylvania utilities are
providing financial incen-
tives to builders who qual-
ify by exceeding 2009
building codes. 

Newly built
homes in Pennsylvania are
required to follow the con-
struction standards set by
the 2009 International
Energy Conservation
Code. In the six years
since those standards were
formed, much progress
has been made in tech-

nologies and building
practices that reduce ener-
gy use. 

Those in the mar-
ket for a new-construction
home would be wise to
encourage their home-
builders to take notice.
More energy-efficient
homes often have lower
utility bills, greater com-
fort and long-lasting dura-
bility. 

F i r s t E n e r g y
incentives for new home
construction

The Pennsylvania
Energy Efficient New
Homes Program is a finan-
cial incentive program
offered by FirstEnergy’s
Pennsylvania utilities:
Met-Ed, Penelec, Penn
Power and West Penn
Power. To date, 121
builders are participating
in the program, including
several in the Somerset
region. 

The program
offers builders who
achieve 30 percent energy
savings over the 2009... 
(Continued on Page 7...)

With help from the Pennsylvania Energy Efficient
New Homes Program, S&A Homes was able to sig-
nificantly improve the energy efficiency of their new
construction homes.

(Submitted Photo)
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FOR AFFORDABLE MODULAR HOMES
Hours: Monday-Friday 9 to 5; Saturday 9 to 1

301-895-5920
11351 National Pike • Grantsville, MD

içÅ~íÉÇ=N=jáäÉ=b~ëí=çÑ==================
dê~åíëîáääÉ=çå=
läÇ=oçìíÉ=QM

TIM and EDIE BUTLER
OWNERS

CARPET AND VINYL SALES
QUALITY INSTALLATION

Phone 301-895-5817

Route 495-S
Grantsville, MD 21536

SSeeaassoonn’’ss GGrreeeettiinnggss ffrroomm

Main Street 
Grantsville, MD
301-895-3777

HEY
PIZZA

“Established in 1991”
• DELIVERY •

~ Fresh Homemade Dough ~

PPeennnn AAllppss,,
IInncc..

RESTAURANT & CRAFT SHOP

125 Casselman Road Granstville, MD 21536Phone: 301‐895‐5985 info@pennalps.com
www.pennalps.com

BBoo ookk   yy oo uu rr   HH oo llii dd aa yy   PP aa rr tt iiee ss   ww ii tthh US!

CChhrriissttmmaass iinn tthhee VViillllaaggee
11sstt wweeeekkeenndd iinn DDeecceemmbbeerr 44tthh && 55tthh

Buffet on Weekends

SSeeaassoonn ’’ ss GGrreeee tt iinnggss  
from

PROVIDER OF FINE FLOORING PRODUCTS

301-746-7000 • 301-895-3955
36116 Garrett Highway • Accident, MD

EN=jfib=plrqe=lc=hbvpbo=ofadbF
Monday - Thursday 10AM-5PM

Friday 10AM-7PM • Saturday 10AM-2PM

THE FLOOR
STORE

10% OFF SPECIALS THROUGH
THE END OF NOVEMBER5th

The GGeenneerraall AArrtt SSttoorree
and custom framing

19 EAST MAIN ST.
FROSTBURG, MD 21532

• Creative Custom Framing & Mats
• Conservation Framing & Frame

Restoration
Original Art Prints & Art Supplies

~ SHOP EARLY FOR THE HOLIDAYS ~

Monday - Friday 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
Saturday 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM

MOST WORK COMPLETED WITHIN 10 DAYS

301-689-1234

Great Gift Ideas for Your Creative Persons

Misty BlueEEddiiee’’ss

40 YEARS IN BUSINESS!
FFEEAATTUURRIINNGG UUNNIIQQUUEE LLAADDIIEESS FFAASSHHIIOONNSS

We specialize in all of today’s updated fashions 
including jewelry, scarfs, slacks, tops, tribal, 

soft works and other unique women’s fashions.

13 E. Main St. Frostburg, MD
301-689-6606

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10:30-5; Sat. 10:30-3
Ex tended Hours for Christmas

OUR 40th YEAR!

Window Expressions

RETAIL LOCATION NOW OPEN
38 Broadway St. – Frostburg, MD

1-301-689-9009

“We Wish You & Yours A Merry
Christmas From Our Family To Yours”

SHOP AT HOME SERVICE
Complete Installation & Free Estimates

• Custom Draperies • Mini Blinds
• Specialty Treatments • Duette Shades
• Vertical Blinds • Pleated Shade Fabrics

CUSTOM WINDOWS TREATMENTS
BED COVERINGS AND ACCESSORIES

Order 

NOW For

Spring

112 N. Rosina Ave.,
Somerset, PA 15501

814-445-4378

COME AND CELEBRATE
JESSICA’S BIRTHDAY

BLACK FRIDAY 10AM - 3PM
FREE “JOY” Brighton Holiday tote w/$100.00 purchase

HOURS
Tues. - Fri. 10-5 • Saturday 10-3

Small Business Saturday Special
VERA BRADLEY THROW BLANKET ONE, GET ONE 50% OFF 

BRIGHTON, CRABTREE & EVELYN
GIVEAWAYS & MUCH MORE!

Skip the Mall Shop Small!
November 28th

10 am - 3 pm 

Cake and Candy Supplies
FOR ALL YOUR CAKE, CANDY, &

COOKIE SUPPLY MAKING NEEDS
Open Monday - Saturday 9am to 5pm

Phone Number: 814-445-8361
Fax Number: 814-445-8491

1175 Stoystown Road • Friedens, PA 15541
www.henryscc.com

1123 S. Edgewood Ave.
SOMERSET, PA
(814) 445-9608
1-800-242-7915

Check out our 
Great Selection of 

CHRISTMAS GIFT IDEAS!

www.sdcbuildingcenter.com

1338 North Center Ave. • Somerset, PA 15501
814-445-7337

Somerset Sports
Car Sales

Quality Automobiles Since 1961.
SPECIALIZING IN LATE MODEL CARS, 

TRUCKS, & SPORT UTILITIES

SSttaahhll’’ss 
JJeewweellrryy

CHECK OUR BLACK FRIDAY FLYER
121 North Center Avenue, Somerset
814-445-4062

Open: Mon.-Wed. 9-5; Thurs. 9-6;
Friday 9-7; Saturday 9-2

www.stahlsjewelrypa.com

Limited Edition
Charms and Bracelets

from Pandora

40% off in stock watches
40% off John Medeiros Jewlery
30% off all colored diamond Jewlery 
* In Stock Merchandise Only

SPECIAL HOLIDAY HOURS

Antiques • Collectibles • Folk Art
40 VENDORS

“ ILLUMINATE YOUR HOLIDAYS”
cêáÇ~ó=aÉÅÉãÄÉê=QíÜ==SWMM=J=VWMM=mj

lmbk=elrpb
Herbs • Collectibles • Folk Art

UNQJQQRJPNSN======== PMV=dÉçêÖá~å=mä~ÅÉ=
lmbk T=a^vp ^ tbbh pçãÉêëÉíI=m^

ERGOLINE
BEDS VIDEO 

HAVEN

Excellent
Christmas Gift!
(Gift Certificates Available)

V.H. Tanning
271 Plank Rd., Somerset, PA

Located inside Video Haven
Laurel View Plaza

814-445-7667

NOW AVAILABLE!
Dishnet Satellite Internet

Home of
Dish Network
and DirecTV

27 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

TTAAPPEE DDUUPPLLIICCAATTIIOONN
SSEERRVVIICCEE

Copy to VHS or 
DVD & Many More

Five Levels of
Tanning!

Frostburg, MD
Shop Local and

Support Your
Neighborhood

Businesses!

Come to Grantsville, Maryland
(and Surrounding Area)
For Your Holiday Gifts....

Support Your Local Businesses this
Holiday Season...Be Sure to Check
Out All that Somerset has to

Offer!!!

Efficiency
(Continued from Page 4...)
building code a rebate of
$350 plus 10¢ for each
kilowatt hour (kWh) saved
annually compared to a
reference home built to
standard code.

Additional incen-
tives are available for
homes built to ENERGY
STAR standards, the same
U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA)
program that promotes
efficiency for home appli-
ances.

A look into the
energy efficiency of S&A
Homes: 

S&A Homes is
one local builder partici-
pating in the Pennsylvania
Energy Efficient New
Homes Program. The State
College-based company
has more than a dozen new
housing developments cur-
rently under way in Central
and Southwestern
Pennsylvania.

S&A Homes elim-
inates the half-mile of
cracks and gaps that the
ENERGY STAR program
estimates surround the
windows and doors of an
average home, preventing
cold winter air from creep-
ing in and warm air from
escaping. In addition to
sealing the gaps with foam
or caulk, S&A hires an
inspector to check that no
openings are missed before
dry wall and insulation are
installed. 

An effective insu-
lation system is important
to maintain even tempera-
tures throughout the house.
S&A uses a triple layer of

two-inch rigid insulation
and makes sure not to
overlook vulnerable areas
such as the attic-access
hatch. A third-party inspec-
tion is performed to ensure
the insulation is installed
without gaps or buckling. 

The energy effi-
ciency of the heating, ven-
tilation and air condition-
ing (HVAC) equipment is
also important. In addition
to installing ENERGY
STAR equipment, S&A
makes sure the equipment
is appropriately sized to fit
the square footage of the
house. Improperly sized
HVAC systems can lead to
excessive wear and tear on
the equipment as well as
uncomfortable living
spaces.

“We often come
across customers who have
been told by an HVAC
contractor that their equip-
ment should produce a ton
of cool air for every 500
square feet,” said Bob
Shoemaker, S&A Homes
Construction Manager.
“But they don’t realize
how airtight our houses
are. The houses require a
lot less air to heat and
cool.”

New rating system
for home energy efficien-
cy:

To participate in
the Pennsylvania Energy
Efficient New Homes
Program, builders must
hire an independent auditor
to evaluate the energy effi-
ciency of their homes. 

A performance
score of a home’s energy
efficiency, known as the
Home Energy Rating

System (HERS) Index, is
calculated for each partici-
pating home. Generally,
scores on the HERS Index
range from 0 to 150, with a
lower score indicating a
more energy-efficient
home.  

Knowing the
HERS score provides
transparency to homebuy-
ers looking to understand
future energy use. The U.S.
Department of Energy
reports that a typical resale
home scores 130 on the
HERS Index, while a stan-
dard code-compliant home
falls around 100. 

S&A Homes was
building homes with an
average HERS score of 68
in natural gas communities
and 77 in heat pump com-
munities. With help from
the Pennsylvania Energy
Efficient New Homes
Program, however, S&A
lowered their scores to the
mid-50s, according to
Chaz Steffen, owner of
Ideal Living Environments
Inc, a Home Energy Rater
who has inspected S&A
Homes. For houses with a
ground-source heat pump,
S&A is scoring in the low
40s.

Shoemaker said
that FirstEnergy incentives
helped S&A cover the cost
of technologies such as

more energy-efficient
water heaters. “We apply
the incentive to research-
ing and developing more
efficient products,” he
said. “That way, every year
we can be doing something
a little bit better, a little bit
more efficient.”

As the housing
market gains momentum,
tools such as the HERS
Index play an important
role in helping homebuyers
find a more energy-effi-
cient home. 

“Every builder is
claiming to be more energy
efficient,” said Chris
Schoonmaker, President of
S&A Homes Housing
Division. “What we tell the
customer is that the proof
is in the Home Energy
Rating Score.”

For builders or
homebuyers interested in
learning more about the
Pennsylvania Energy
Efficient New Homes
Program, visit www.ener-
gysavepa-newhomes.com
or contact Mike Arblaster,
Program Coordinator, at
(814)282-3689 or mar-
blaster@psdconsulting.co
m. More information about
the HERS Index can be
found at
www.resnet.us/hers-index.
Article submitted by Ben
Block.

Go Shopping this Small Business Saturday
(StatePoint) For

many holiday shoppers,
Black Friday marks the
official kickoff to the gift-
buying season. But the fol-
lowing day, November 28,
is Small Business
Saturday, and can be a
more satisfying way to
shop for gifts for loved
ones.

At a time of year
where big box retailers
offer deep discounts, this
annual opportunity to
show local businesses
your support is also a great
way to score unique items
while benefitting the local
economy.

Here are some
retail trends and other
things to consider as you

shop at your favorite small
businesses.
The Local Economy

By supporting
small businesses, you are
supporting local job cre-
ation. In fact, small firms
accounted for over three-
fifths of the new jobs cre-
ated between 1993 and
mid-2013, according to
government statistics.
With the National
Federation of Independent
Business (NFIB) and
American Express report-
ing that $14.3 billion was
spent with independent
retailers and restaurants on
Small Business Saturday
in 2014, spending your
holiday shopping budget

locally strengthens Main
Street and can help your
community’s economy
thrive.
New Technologies

A common stereo-
type of mom and pop
stores are that they are
antiquated and overpriced,
but many small businesses
are adopting new tech-
nologies to streamline
their operations; which
can be an important con-
sideration for shoppers in
a hurry or on a budget.

For example, new
Android based point of
sale terminals, such as the
ergonomically designed
V-R7000 and V-R7100
from Casio have
widescreen LCD touch
panels, and an intuitive,

high-resolution interface
for faster sales and fewer
transactional snafus. For
instance, these terminals
come equipped with a bat-
tery to protect memory
data in the event of a
power failure, and offer
efficient store operations
by eliminating common
hardware problems expe-
rienced with PC based
hardware.

Such information
terminals are helping to
transform retail manage-
ment by offering small
businesses a chance to bet-
ter compete against their
big box counterparts.
Exclusive Items

Make a splash
with one-of-a-kind and 
(Continued on Page 10...)


